University of Nebraska - Lincoln

DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln
Mammalogy Papers: University of Nebraska
State Museum

Museum, University of Nebraska State

July 1997

Bat Research
Patricia W. Freeman
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, pfreeman1@unl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/museummammalogy
Part of the Zoology Commons

Freeman, Patricia W., "Bat Research" (1997). Mammalogy Papers: University of Nebraska State Museum.
31.
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/museummammalogy/31

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Museum, University of Nebraska State at
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It has been accepted for inclusion in Mammalogy Papers:
University of Nebraska State Museum by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska Lincoln.

Bat Research
By Patricia Freeman. Photos by Mike Forsberg
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I n our research, we c,arlUIF
bats with a net 50 to 200 ieet
long set up between poles.
Usually we net over water to
capture bats as they drink or
forage. Sometimes we rig the
net so it can be moved up and
down like a sail between two
secured lines or poles so we
can sample what ilies high
amoig me trees. he:t:ng hemps
US o scover .vhere eacn spec es
occdrs in rne stale, ano we a1
can aererm ne an r a L a ~ a s
age, sex rep&-c:
a i d diet.

UNL researchers Russ Beneaict and Sara Bran1 net bats on S a t Creek near Llncoln.
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W e set one or several nets
out at dusk and wait quietly. Some
of us wear hip waders, others of
us just get wet. We all wear head
lamps and at least one glove.
When a bat hits the net we rush
to it, hold it gently but securely
with the gloved hand and remove
the thin, hair-like net with the
ungloved hand. We hurry because
a bat can bounce out of the net or
become thoroughly entangled and
hard to remove. The longer it
stays, the more it can damage
itself and the net.
Bats are mysterious and fascinating. They are the only flying
mammals, they have sophisticated navigation, they have incredible ears and faces, they eat many
kinds of insects including agricultural pests, they can have rabies,
and they are difficult to capture.
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big brown, use as i l y w d y ~ .
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